Young Cooper entered Yale College at fifteen years of age and in his junior year led his class. The death of his father postponed his graduation a year, placing him in the class of 1872. He was graduated with Phi Beta Kappa honors. Returning to Texas in January, 1873, just twenty years of age, he began his educational work for his native state, the most varied in positions occupied and most fruitful in results. Every level of our schools, both private and public, cultural and professional, has directly benefited by his masterly touch, and three of our Universities have been greatly influenced by his work.
For six years he conducted Henderson College in East Texas as a high-class academic school. He is reported as saying, "The best work of my life was done here; for sound scholarship and experience taught me what should be done for a real academy." Leaving this institution, which he had made the foremost school of its kind in East Texas, Mr. Cooper became a member of the first faculty of the Sam Houston Normal Institute when it opened at Huntsville in 1879. While he was working at this beginning of the training of teachers, his Alma Mater thought so highly of him that he was offered a tutorship in Classical Languages in Yale College. After several years in this position, he went to the University of Berlin to prepare for a University chair. When he returned to Texas, he was one of the best educated of her native sons. Temporarily, he accepted the principalship of the Houston High School. And shortly after he was elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction. From 1890 to 1896, he was Superintendent of the Public Schools of Galveston when it was the highest salaried public school position in the entire Southland. In 1899, he accepted the presidency of Baylor University and by reason of his intimate knowledge of genuine University standards; he was enabled to impart to Baylor that impulse for improvement, which has continued through the years. In 1902, Dr. Cooper transferred his interest to Simmons College where he established the beginnings of higher standards for the western region of our state.
Except for the short period when he was at Yale and Berlin, Mr. Cooper was directly engaged in educational work in his own state for almost sixty years. He knew personally and was a councilor alongside the great men who formed the cultural background of Texas civilization, Burleson, Crane, Barnas Sears, Hollingsworth, Ashbel Smith, and the great Chieftain Governor Roberts, down to the later group who have just recently passed on, Sutton, Horn, Brooks, and Marrs. There was never an important conclave, a forward movement in which he did not play an important part. He made fundamental contributions alike to elementary, secondary, higher educations and to the training of teachers.
Looking at his career by and large, one is struck by some strange paradoxes. At no time in his training did he have the privilege of attending a public school or college, but his entire education was obtained in private institutions. Moreover, most of his sixty years were spent in the service of private schools. Yet, during his entire life, he was a most ardent advocate of public education from the kindergarten through the University. On all occasions when a vital blow had to be struck in its favor, he lifted up his voice in uncompromising terms. The philosophy of public education was as strong a conviction for him as it was for Horace Manna. But there is still another paradox. Dr. Cooper spent much of his life in administrative offices, and yet his greater gift was as an instructor. In the final analysis of his mind and ability, above all other gifts, Cooper was a born teacher. The art of instruction was as native to him as the art of painting to Rubens or De Vinci. Those who were privileged to sit under his instruction saw an aspect of his abilities, which others could never gauge. He was supremely a master of the technique of teaching. The classroom was his throne. Whenever he left it to undertake other functions, he was an able and successful craftsman but not the superb master. It was his high and varied scholarship, his keen grasp of essentials, his broad and generous principles which made him above all others Praeceptor Texanorum teacher in the classroom and, in the larger sphere, teacher of all the people in the ideas of what constitutes true culture.
Mr. Cooper early took an interest in the proposal to establish the University of Texas, and because of the persistency of his activity he must be credited with a large share of the honor of its establishment in 1881. At a time when it was unpopular, Mr. Cooper advocated a single state-supported, state-controlled University. The dominant leaders in higher education in Texas at that time were in favor of the adoption of the New York plan of organization. In a Committee of the State Teachers' Convention in January 1879, as a young man of 26, Mr. Cooper took a public stand in opposition to the veteran educators of the state and drew upon himself the censure of the chairman of the Committee. His determined stand unquestionably laid forever to rest the suggestion of the adoption of the New York system, and by the elimination of this plan cleared the way for the early establishment of the University.
On October 10, of that same year, Dr. Cooper sat down to dinner with a distinguished company of men assembled immediately after the inauguration ceremonies of the Sam Houston Normal Institute. Among these was Governor Roberts, who, flushed with, the success of this important venture, turned discussion to the establishment of a second Normal school. At this point, Mr. Cooper, the youngest man of the distinguished group, remarked:
Since we have started a Normal so successfully, I believe the time has arrived to inaugurate the long-looked-for University. Governor Roberts, you have made such a, signal success of this institution you should have the credit of establishing the State Normal.
Governor Roberts replied:
Mr. Coopers I believe you are right about that. I wish you would write me a letter about this sometime during the year. The letter was written and published in the Galveston Daily News.
In June, 1880, at the suggestion of Mr. Cooper, a committee of the Texas State Teachers' Association was appointed to make recommendations in regard to the establishment of the University. He was made Chairman of the Committee. The first recommendation reads as follows:
"One University, and only one, shall be organized."
In December, 1880, Mr. Cooper published an article in the International Review on the establishment of the University of Texas. Copies were sent to most of the statesmen and legislators of the state. In many ways, Mr. Cooper urged the necessity of immediate action and he played a large part in the writing of the bill, which realized the opening of our institution. The importance of the efforts of Mr. Cooper may be judged from the fact that Governor 0. M. Roberts assigned him credit in a letter, which states: "I know that you were the most active person in this whole matter." Through all the years Dr. Cooper continued his deep interest in the progress of the University and of all the higher institutions of the state. In 1921, when the affairs of the state institutions of Texas had fallen into serious difficulty, the Legislature authorized a special Commission of disinterested citizens to study the situation. Dr. Cooper was named Chairman of this State Commission for the Survey of High Institutions. It was the report of this body which led directly to the survey of the entire state school system two years later.
In the academic year 1928-29, and the Spring Semester and Summer Session of 1929, Dr. Cooper having given many years of service to education in Texas, was appointed Research Professor of Education at the University of Texas, a Joint arrangement with Simons University where he was Professor of Philosophy and Education. This appointment was made to afford him an opportunity to write his memoirs of education in Texas.
Lack of time forbids mention of many of the excellencies of Dr. Cooper's character, life, and service. He was a forceful and thoughtful speaker, a virile writer and author, a devout Christian, a high-minded gentleman of gracious courtesy, a sincere friend, and a good father. We rejoice in the crucial opportunities, which came to him for rendering service of the greatest significance to our University and State. We honor his memory for his staunch patriotism and his genuine example of broad and generous culture. 
